


A Season 

This is a time when lots of conversations revolve around some topic of 

“season”.  Certainly it is the fall season, for some its hunting season, and of 

course football or cross country season.  I hope you enjoy them all.  This year it 

is also election season and with it the huge array of adds and arguments.  I 

would suggest we also make this the season of Grace and Truth. 

The apostle John tells us that when Jesus came to walk on the earth he “came 

from the Father, full of grace and truth”.(John 1:17)  We, as Christ followers, 

have the privilege of walking in this manner as well.  Actually we have the re-

sponsibility to walk, think, speak, converse, debate, communicate, etc. full of 

Grace and Truth as our Savior did. 

I am deeply concerned about this election and the future ramifications for our 

country and our individual lives as followers of Jesus.  I pray frequently for 

God’s leading through this election.  Like you I also receive lots of information 

conveyed by various media outlets, and though I try to limit this, at times it 

feels overwhelming.   I am also convinced much of this information is not accu-

rate or only a small portion of the whole story which means it is not truth.  Add 

to this that much of this information is passed along with great passion even 

anger by individual citizens through their social media sources. 

My challenge for us is to always communicate like Jesus, full of grace and truth.  

For starters do everything you can to make sure what you communicate is 

truth.  Just because a friend posted it does not make it true.  Both sides of 

many of our present issues have been promoting made up stories or only half 

of the information to prove a point.  We must not be in this group.  And then, al-

ways with grace.  Maybe rather than proving a point you ask a thoughtful ques-

tion.    

This is an important season.  However the election ends we will want to be re-

membered as people who looked like Jesus through the process.  Our highest 

allegiance is not a political point but our gracious, compassionate Savior. 

 

Pastor Dennis 
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Between the BookENDS 

OCTOBER’S PARTY 
 

October gave a party;  

The leaves by hundreds came— 

The Chestnuts, Oaks and Maples,  

And leaves of every name. 
 

The Sunshine spread a carpet,  

And everything was grand,  

Miss Weather led the dancing,  

Professor Wind the band.  

By George Cooper (The School Record, 1897) 
 

 Autumn has arrived and I have fond memories of my mother reciting this little 

poem she learned in grade school. 
 

 Perhaps you can celebrate the season with your own “October Party” by enjoy-

ing a movie night with one of our family friendly DVD’s.  There are over 150 to choose 

from in the church library. 
 

 Here are a few suggestions: 

  The Secrets of Jonathan Sperry  

  Facing the Giants  

  Moondance Alexander 

  I Am Potential 

  Theo-Teaching Children God’s Word (a new series for younger kids) 
 

 “Then God said, “Let bright lights appear in the sky to give light to the earth and 

to identify the day and the night; they shall bring about the seasons on the earth, 

and mark the days and years.” And so it was.”  Genesis 1:14-15 (TLB) 

 

Enjoy the Season  Submitted by: Cindy Dusing 

October Librarians:  Cindy Dusing & Georgie Neff  
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Focus on Missions– Black Hills Pregnancy Center 

Bringing Hope and Help to Women in Need  
 

The small, older model car had been sitting in our parking lot for several 

minutes. The young woman inside the car was fidgeting and glancing up at 

our building. Clearly, she was experiencing an internal struggle. Finally, the 

door opened and she nervously came inside. She was greeted with a cheery 

“Good morning!” and visibly began to relax as she took in the pleasant, calm 

surroundings of our newly renovated offices at the Rapid Valley location of the  

Black Hills Pregnancy Center.  

Sitting in a comfortable armchair, she haltingly told her story. Her name was 

Caitlyn. She was a college student away from home and was facing an unex-

pected pregnancy. Her story ended with her pondering having an abortion. 

Our caring intake volunteer gently shared with her abortion facts and fetal de-

velopment and then suggested a free ultrasound. She agreed and soon our 

nurse was prepping her. Before long, an image was on the screen and a tiny 

beating heart was visible. Seeing her baby for the first time, Caitlyn had tears 

in her eyes as she instantly bonded with her baby. Like 80% of all women who 

receive an ultrasound, she chose life for her precious little one.  

Her story is not unique. Caitlyn is just one of hundreds of women who have 

found help at the Black Hills Pregnancy Center. We are available to help any-

one who needs it. This year, we have been blessed with a new grant from 

Buckle Up for Life donating car seats as well as car seat safety and installa-

tion resources. Clients who take 5 parenting or pregnancy classes can receive 

a new car seat. The COVID-19 pandemic created shortages of diapers, wipes 

and formula, but thanks to a large donation of these items in early February, 

we had these items on hand to give to clients in need. Clients who had lost 

their jobs during that stressful time found a helping hand at the Black Hills 

Pregnancy Center.  

We couldn’t have done it without help from our amazing partner churches,  

donations and volunteers. Thank you for partnering with us!  

To find out more about our ministry, visit us at www.BHPCpartners.org.  
 

Black Hills Pregnancy Center will be at the LWC on Sunday, October 11th  

for a Missions Moment. 



Page 6 

From My Files: Echoes of God’s Glory 

THE TRIUNE GOD:  CREATOR 

 

You are worthy, oh LORD our God, to receive glory and honor and power, for You 

created everything. 

 

I read Scriptures that reveal a triune God who in His fullness as Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit is Creator and Sustainer of the universe. 

 

In thinking of the wonders of creation that point to the praiseworthy Creator God, 

it is natural to look to the stars and the planets orbiting our star.  Think of how 

vast even our solar system is.  Jupiter is more than five times as far from the sun 

as is Earth.  Psalm 19 informs us that the heavens tell of the glory of God and 

the skies display His marvelous craftsmanship.  But God, when speaking to Job 

about His rulership, mentioned the mountain goats, deer, hawks and eagles. 
 

I would like to consider the Monarch  

butterfly.  It wasn't until the 1970s that 

scientists discovered that the population 

of the Monarch in the central and east-

ern parts of the U.S. and Canada mi-

grates and overwinters in a certain 

mountainous area in southern Mexico.  

This can be up to a 3000 mile trip made 

possible by stopping at night to rest and 

feed, and by soaring and gliding to con-

serve fuel.  The insects live on their fat 

reserves and water during hibernation 

and huddle together to keep warm.  In 

the spring, the same individuals mate 

and fly north, laying eggs on milkweed 

plants.  They die and their offspring con-

tinue the cycle, until after four shorter-

lived generations their northern habitat is populated.  It is that fourth generation 

that will head south to escape the cold and spend the winter in a place it has 

never been.   
 

The Scriptures call for all creatures (all creation) to praise the LORD Creator:  

Earth, the sea, whales, trees, butterflies and especially people.   

Roseanne Hilton 
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2nd Gavin N. 

2nd Connie H. 

2nd Verona K. 

8th David D. 

11th Mary J. 

11th Bonnie M. 

15th Jim R. 

16th Troy D. 

22nd   Jenny F. 

23rd  Mike V. 

24th  Mike P. 

25th  Rich G. 

26th  Frankie W. 

31st Kevin D. 

31st Rhonda C. 

2nd Mike & Roseanne P. 

 (34 years) 

 

9th Benjamin & Stephanie L. 

 (16 years) 

 

16th Tom & Cindy D. 

 (38 years) 

 

19th Daryl & Margie B. 

 (1 year) 
 

Church Body Updates 

We are adding to our family and would like to  

celebrate with our church friends and family!!  

We will have an adoption celebration for our new 

daughter, Shayera (Shy), on  

Sunday, October 18th during the Fellowship 

time.  We hope you can join us!  

-Ben and Stephanie Larsen 



Announcements 
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Wednesday Night Prayer/Bible Study : Prayer at 6:30 pm and Study at 7:30 

pm.  If you would like to join on Zoom, please let Pastor Dennis know! 

 

Women’s Prayer Gathering is starting up and will meet the first and third 

Saturdays of each month at 9 am.  Join us October 3rd and 17th for prayer! 

 
Newcomers Lunch will be held Sunday, October 4th at Noon.  

 If you are new to our congregation and would like to learn a little more 

about us, please plan on attending! A sign-up sheet is available by the  

bulletin board, so we know how much food to order!  Thanks! 

 
SHE-Brews (Women’s Coffee & Fellowship) is held on the second 

Saturday of each month from 10-11 am.  All ladies are welcome to 

join us on Saturday, October 10th!!  

 

Join us for Sunday School—Sundays—after the Fellowship Time! 

Classes for adults and kids ages K-12th grade!   

Adult Classes available: 

Dr. Terry Graber will be leading a study in Psalms (in the Sanctuary) and  

Marcus Isakson & Pastor Dennis will be leading a study of  

“Crazy Love” by Francis Chan (in the library). 

 

Donations are now being accepted for the Veterans’ Christmas Box!   

Donations of new items that are easy to ship will be delivered to veterans  

living in facilities in Hot Springs to send to their loved ones.   

Please donate by October 15th.  Box is in the FH entry way.  Thanks! 

 

If anyone would like to be a prayer partner for BOLT for this year,  

please contact Carol Walker. We would love to have you on the team.  

BOLT=Wednesday afterschool program for kids ages K-5th grade! 

 

 

 

 

Do you shop Amazon.com??  Now you can support the 

LWC when you do!  Amazon Smile will donate .5% of 

your purchase to the LWC.  Go to: https://

smile.amazon.com/ch/23-7112412 to sign up today! 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-7112412
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-7112412
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Attention Ladies 
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Newsletter Newsletter 

Truth + love 

Ravi Zacharias, who recently died at 74, was a religious skeptic until age 17, after a 

suicide attempt landed him in the hospital. A visitor brought a Bible to Zacharias, 

who eventually became a vigorous defender of the faith. 

 

When asked about his work, he told the Christian Post, “Truth must always be un-

dergirded by love. My [parents] used to say, ‘If you cut off someone’s nose, there is 

no use in giving him a rose to smell.’ If Christian apologetics cuts off the listener’s 

nose, there is no use in giving them the sweet aroma of the Christian message. You 

have to do it undergirded by love. You learn this as a parent. You can hammer 

something into your child’s head, and when they leave they extract it and fling it 

away. But if you sow it with seeds of love, it will remain in their hearts permanently. 

So the truth of Christ is both true and relevant undergirded by love.” 

A fixer-upper 

Imagine yourself as a living house. God comes in to rebuild that house. At first, per-

haps, you can understand what he is doing. He is getting the drains right and stop-

ping the leaks in the roof and so on; you knew that those jobs needed doing and so 

you are not surprised. But presently he starts knocking the house about in a way 

that hurts abominably and does not seem to make any sense. What on earth is he 

up to? 

 

The explanation is that he is building quite a different house from the one you 

thought of — throwing out a new wing here, putting on an extra floor there, running 

up towers, making courtyards. You thought you were being made into a decent little 

cottage: but he is building a palace. He intends to come and live in it himself. 

―C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity 

Holy mysteries 

Dwell in the wonder of these two gifts of God: that God made us in his very image 

(Genesis 1:26), and then — “much more”! — that Christ came to earth as a human 

being (Philippians 2:7). 

 

Ponder and savor how poet John Donne (1572-1631) describes these mysteries: 

 

“’Twas much, that man was made like God before, 

But, that God should be made like man, much more.” 
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Week 13 - -

ua 1- - -

13; Luke 16  

Week 14 - -21; Psalm 15; Luke 18               

- -3; Psalm 16; Luke 20            

-6; Luke 21  

Week 15 - -

es 12- -

19-21; Acts 2  

Week 16 - - -2; 

- -8; Acts 7  

 A BIRD NAMED MOSES 

A burglar breaks into a house. He starts shining his light around  

looking for valuables. Some nice things catch his eye, and as he 

reaches for them, he hears, "Jesus is watching you."                                                    

Startled, the burglar looks for the speaker. Seeing no one, he keeps 

putting things in his bag, again, he hears,                                                  

"Jesus is watching you."                                                                                      

This time, he sees a parrot. "Who are you?" the burglar asks. 

"Moses," the bird replied. "Who would name a bird Moses?" the man 

laughed. "I dunno," Moses answered,                                                                    

"I guess the same kind of people that would                                              

name a Rottweiler Jesus." 


